
Pre-transfer Conference:
Identify key personnel, 

tank, hoses, connections, 
and means of 

communication.
Discuss time, pressure, 
volume, and flow rate.

Connect hose 
between vessel 
and terminal.

If open loading, 
open tank vents: 
main hatch, tank 
cleaning/ ullage, 
purge vents.  If 
closed loading, 

close vents 
accordingly.

Terminal charges 
N2 line to tank 

car(s).
Man the vessel.

Vessel monitors 
N2/cargo flow and 

keeps records.
Terminal monitors 
pressure, N2/cargo 

flow, temp, and 
keeps records.

Terminal increases 
flow to agreed 

pressure/volume.

Vessel confirms 
flow is going to 

correct tank.

Sample cargo line and 
then slowly open 
manifold valve to 
start product flow.

Check liquid 
line-up on 

vessel.

Vessel communicates 
with terminal: I'm 

ready!

Movement is complete 
when tank car is empty of 

product and sensor 
detects N2.  Product valve 

automatically closes.  
Some terminals rely on site 

glasses and manual 
intervention.

Terminal and 
vessel 

communicate 
and stop 
product 

movement.

Terminal and 
vessel close 
liquid valves.

Relieve hose 
pressure.

Disconnect 
product hose.

Secure 
hatches.

Enclosure (2)

Loading from Railcars Flow Chart
Assumptions:
1. Purging a single product not requiring vapor recovery.
2. Terminal is equipped to automatically shutdown flow.
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